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WEB RESOURCES FOR ORCHID GROWERS
(Sites suggested by other members of the society are so identified.)

Google: http://www.google.com/  Best search engine at present.  

If you go to the google home page and choose “images” rather than “web” you can search for images.  Image searching is less advanced and thorough than text searches.  For instance, searching polycycnis muscifera will get you a picture from Orquivalle, which is linked to Klehm Orchids, but not the picture on Andy’s Orchids.  I don’t know why Andy’s pictures are hard to find; his entry comes five screens down in a text google search as well, much further than I normally hunt.  Still, this image-search can take you to some pictures to give you a sense of variation in that flower or to point you toward dealers from whom you might buy the plant.  Try image searching koloniv.  You get an Antec picture.  If you go back to the text search and try koloniv, you will find another picture under kolopakingii hybrids at http://www.orchid.or.jp/orchid/people/tanaka/Special/kolopa/enkolopa.html   This Koloniv does NOT show up if you just image-hunt Koloniv (and it looks startlingly different).  For a more widely available plant (Paph Julius), you may find a dozen pictures under an image search.  

One nice feature of the image search: if you then switch back to “web,” you will find that what shows there are the entries you would have gotten with those words as a text-based search.

Dealer sites:

http://www.orchidmall.com/plants.htm
Major gateway to most vendors; I have found very few that do not appear here.  The Orchidmall home page, which has links to other kinds of information, is http://www.orchidmall.com/index.htm  Regrettably, the search function does not scan the dealer offerings, so you cannot find a plant you want that way.  Note the reading room for many articles, and the orchid photography sites.

Here are a few dealers with very helpful, well-laid-out sites and good range of plants or information.  (Many sites will drive you mad with their clumsy limitations, so good ones are worth knowing.)  Note that some take an excessive amount of time through a telephone modem connection because they are picture-rich or very complexly organized.

http://www.andysorchids.com/ Andy’s Orchids, CA, a.k.a Orchids on a Stick.  Good power search; very good source for species (though relatively few slippers), very slow through modem but fine with fast connection


http://www.ladyslipper.com/  Antec Labs, NY


one of best slipper orchid sources, plus superlative information (store section slow through modem; okay through modem for paph and phrag reading room articles.  Take a look at the one on coconut husk as potting medium, for instance.)


http://members.aol.com/CSOrchids/  Countryside Orchids, NM

good species source, though not slipper orchids, easy to use with modem.  

http://www.marriottorchids.com/
Marriott, NC.  Fantastic paph picture gallery; mostly hybrid paphs.

http://www.sborchid.com/ (suggested by Cathy Riemer) Santa Barbara is a very good source for species, and easy to navigate with a modem because their sales list lacks pictures.  

http://www.woodstreamorchids.com/ Woodstream, MD.  An excellent paph site plus lots of Central Am species; easy to use with modem because you only bring up one picture at a time.

For those of you who prefer print catalogs, the ones with the most color pictures are Carter and Holmes, Hausermann, Hoosier, Krull-Smith, Odom’s, Orchids Ltd., Piping Rock, and Tropical Orchid Farm.  Oddly enough, those with good print catalogs mostly have poorly organized sites; they replicate the catalog rather than design from scratch.  You can ask for catalogs on their websites, or can look for ads in Orchids and write or call them.  Useful pricelists without pictures: Bloomfield Orchids, Windy Hill, Oak Hill Gardens.

Do you want to buy from a dealer unknown to you? 

http://www.proinnovation.com/ogres/  rates orchid dealers.  Skip the buttons related to survey, and go to the ratings.  You can contribute your own ratings every time you buy.

Sometimes you can get to a site but will then find it be inoperable.  The buttons say “image” on them rather “catalog” “gallery” and the like.  Usually, having an old version of a browser or lack of certain java programs will cut you off from site functions: an old browser gets pictures but not text from Bloomfield Orchids’ catalog, for instance.

Information sites:

http://www.orchidweb.org/  American Orchid Society site particularly useful for books in the emporium, links to other www sites related to orchids, and the reading room for articles.  Look at their site map and check out “other useful WWW resources.”  You can turn to http://www.orchidweb.org/orchids/culture/index.html  for culture sheets on major genera.

http://www.orchidspecies.com/glossary.htm   Orchid terms

http://www.orchids.com/support/supportOgenDemystifyA.html  (Riemer) This and the following site are places to look up an abbreviation like adcm to see what it refers to, or to find out what species contribute to Wilsonara.

http://retirees.uwaterloo.ca/~jerry/orchids/names.html 

http://retirees.uwaterloo.ca/~jerry/orchids/osites.html a list of orchid hot links, classified under organizations and publications, pictures, taxonomy, information sources, pests and diseases, botanical gardens, and orchid conservation.  Canadian-oriented.

http://www.orchidwire.com/ (suggested by Mark McMaster) has an interesting list of orchid links, including to book sources, orchid vendors by country and then by state in the US, supplies sources, and software for maintaining records on your collection.

http://www.orchids.com/support/supportOrcGuide.html (Riemer) lists botanical gardens and collections around the U.S. that have orchids and that are open to the public. 

http://www.upenn.edu/paflora/
(McMaster) the PA index of native flora, including orchids.  

Gary McCormick recommends Orchid Forum

http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/orchids/, and Orchid Gallery

http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/orchidsgal/   The forum lets you post questions and get answers from other members of the discussion group.  Orchid gallery also lets you share images of plants.  Aside from boasting rights, this lets you post a picture of a problem plant or flower and get the responses from other growers who may have had a similar problem.

Picture Sites: 

http://www.orchidspecies.com/ the largest species picture gallery, (suggested by Henry Street). This site has the glossary listed above.  The gallery currently shows over 4000 species and over 500 genera, and still rising!  Also lists information on growing conditions.  Once on the page for the alphabetical letter, you can use Control-F to search for the particular species.  This site often lists species synonyms, which can be useful.

http://www.mendelu.cz/arboretum/orchids/pictures.html another species picture gallery with good quality pictures

http://www.erichunt.com/orchids/SPECIES/ab.html  a professional webpage with an amazingly large set of species photos from West Coast shows by a very good orchid photographer.

http://www.sdahldtp.com/alphalist.htm  This is a personal website with pictures of her collection, but she evidently buys lots of Cattleya alliance hybrids from dealers like Carter and Holmes and Odom’s.  Fun to cruise the gallery and then seek sources to buy flowers you fancy.

http://www.orchidworks.com/ Greg Alikas’ photos (McMaster)

Sites devoted to one kind of orchid:

http://www.phragweb.info/  Steve Drozda, Tony Omeis, and Jeff Tucker have listed this as a favorite source of information on phrags.  Good for identifying the parentage of hybrids, or for finding out what crosses have been made with particular species.

http://www.slipperorchid.org/ (McMaster) has event info and species pictures

http://www.phal.org/ipa_website_index.htm (McMaster)--mostly event information, plus links.
International sites:

http://www.ecuagenera.com/index1.html (recommended by Shirley Dunkelberger and Steve Drozda). Ecuagenera runs orchid tours in Ecuador.  Steve says they come north to shows, so you can order plants and they will bring them along and mail them to you once they have shepherded them through customs.

http://www.orchidguide.com/ (McMaster) is a useful Belgian site run by Akerne orchids.  Has good quality pictures, but not that many. 

Orchid genealogy: RHS site for tracing hybrids to parents and on back to species


http://www.rhs.org.uk/research/registerpages/orchidsearch.asp.  By going to http://www.rhs.org.uk/research/registerpages/orchid_parentage.asp, you can see if a pairing you are considering has already been registered and named.


If you want the work done for you, you can google “Colmanara Wildcat genealogy” and find at least two sites giving that.  Here is a site that gives genealogical trees for a number of well-known hybrid paphs: http://www.orchid.or.jp/orchid/people/hashizume/Genealogy/Paph/Genealogy_Paph.htm 

Orchid Supplies:


http://www.charleysgreenhouse.com/ good if not cheap source for pots and greenhouse accessories such as heaters, fans, thermostats, and chlorine filters.  They send an excellent print catalog, so those who prefer print can deal with them that way. 

http://www.kkorchid.com (Kelley’s Korner) Steve Drozda says it has lots of orchid supplies at “okay” prices.  


http://www.ofe-intl.com/ OFE international sells orchid potting media in bulk, which saves lots of money over local garden stores and lets you choose or mix your own formula.  They also carry many sorts of pots and other orchid supplies in bulk.  They too have a good print catalog, though they only update every 4 or 5 years. 


http://www.usorchidsupplies.com I first noticed this site in Orchids this month; they have all sorts of supplies and offer a downloadable price list. 

http://www.blackmoreco.com/   AOS Orchids (June 2003) wrote up a highly successful orchid fertilizer (Michigan State formula), available for well water or rain water; you can buy it in dry bulk from Blackmore, and I’m told that 1/2 teaspoon per gallon as a weekly/weakly feeding should be right.  You can request that they send it undyed.  

Book sites:


The AOS site offers a very large array of in print orchid books, and gives 10% off to members.  HOWEVER, try these sites for Out of Print books and higher discounts on newish books:

http://www.abebooks.com/   My favorite used book site, though others are good too—alibris, addall (which covers abebooks holdings too), bookfinder etc.  For a year and a half I found no copies of Koopowitz and Hasegawa’s NOVELTY SLIPPER ORCHIDS anywhere.  Then two copies appeared in New Zealand, and I had one a week later.  Now three (much more expensive) are available.  Set the site to sort by price from lowest to highest; the differential will amaze you.

http://www.amazon.com/  You can get 30% off the Withner Cattleya books and a batch of others.  Their new and used site also get some used at good discounts.  You can save titles you want in the shopping basket’s “save for later” function, and spread your order out over time.

Other sites  good (well laid-out, easily navigable) dealer sites:

Al’s Orchid Greenhouse http://www.orchidexchange.com/ easy with modem; no pictures, downloadable list

Bergstrom Orchids http://www.bergstromorchids.com/  has good gallery of pictures, though not all available for sale.

Bloomfield Orchids http://www.bloomfieldorchids.com/  good paph/phrag source

Everglades Orchids http://www.evergladesorchids.com/ for warmth-tolerant cymbidiums plus oncidium intergenerics.

JEM Orchids, FL http://www.jemorchids.com/  big inventory of many sorts and doesn’t clog up a modem with too many pictures at once.

Orchid Magic www.orchidmagic.com has a good array of plants, plus lots of advice, and no pictures to fill a modem.  You can download their catalog as a pdf file.  That takes a while with a modem, but then you can consult it easily when not on-line. 

Orchids Ltd, MN  http://www.orchidweb.com/ has a well-rounded list, both species and hybrids, mostly showy plants, not miniatures.  You can download their catalog. They also produce a fine print catalog. 

Parkside Orchids http://www.parksideorchids.com/ good PA source for paphs and others.

Petit Plaisance http://www.sonic.net/orchids/  has lots of pictures, but they bunch them so you’re not trying to download too many at once by modem.

Ratcliffe Orchids http://www.justwebit.com/members/32695/ for paphs of British breeding

SLO Gardens  http://www.slogardens.com/  Good general list, but beware that a bluish cast to red-magenta shades in the pictures makes some flowers look more exotic and striking than they would in real life.

 Windy Hill http://www.orchidmall.com/windy.hill/index.htm great phrag source, and they send beautiful plants.  

Note that many dealer sites let you download a plant list with prices, so you need not spend hours on-line if you prefer to mark up a list.

In addition to some sites already mentioned, Cathy Riemer suggested

Susquehanna Orchid Society Home Page
     http://www.susquehanna-orchid.org/ and some of their links

The Orchid Place (Singapore)

   Breeder specializing in Phalaenopsis.

     http://www.topsorchid.20m.com/
Carter and Holmes Orchids - Orchid Care

   Includes care sheets for some less-common genera (but otherwise a badly organized site to navigate; the print catalog is vastly preferable--KH).

     http://www.carterandholmes.com/care.html
Hye-Ji's site - 37th Annual Orchid Show

   Some pictures from our 2002 show, taken by one of Jay Holcomb’s students.

     http://www.personal.psu.edu/hik1/orchid_show/
Cathy's Digital Photos - Orchids

   My site of photos from CPOS meetings and shows since 2000.

     http://www.personal.psu.edu/crr2/photos/orchids/
Central Pennsylvania Orchid Society

   under construction 

     http://www.personal.psu.edu/crr2/cpos/
List compiled by Kit Hume

(814) 234-2355

iqn@psu.edu (that’s eye cue enn)

Feel free to email me with questions or to ask me to send this list as an attachment so you can use its hotlinks.

